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MIGRATION 

Statement 

HON CHARLES SMITH (East Metropolitan) [9.55 pm]: This evening I would like to offer a few brief remarks 
about the Western Australian government wanting an even bigger slice of the foreign student migration racket. 
Late last year, the McGowan Labor government sought to expand the skilled migration list to attract more foreign 
students to the state. The Premier said that the government would focus on marketing WA as an “international 
education destination”, while adding dozens of jobs to the skilled migration list to allow more foreign students 
with degrees to stay in Western Australia. Now we have a push to double the number of foreign students in 
Western Australia. Last week StudyPerth revealed a seven-year action plan, with the target of doubling the number 
of overseas students in Western Australia to 100 000 by 2025. 

Western Australia’s graduate occupation list, or GOL as it is called, comprises over 200 occupations, many of 
which are either heavily oversupplied, such as solicitors, accountants and engineers, or of uncertain value, such as 
traditional Chinese medicine practitioners, stage managers and dancers or choreographers. Just about every 
occupation is on this list, irrespective of actual need. Last year I stated — 

So basically you can complete any Mickey Mouse degree, get employed as a dancer or any one of the 
many ridiculous occupations on the list and then you’re eligible for nomination for permanent residency, 
irrespective of economic conditions and the impact on incumbent workers. 

According to the government, this list is sourced from Australian government skilled migration lists and therefore 
it has zero consideration of whether our weak Western Australian labour market can absorb these workers. If the 
Western Australian government had taken the trouble to look, it would have discovered a recent major survey from 
the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre that shows that 53 per cent of skilled migrants in Western Australia said 
that they were working in lower skilled jobs than they were before they arrived, with unemployment and 
underemployment also rife. The McGowan Labor government would also have discovered that the 
commonwealth’s skilled occupation list is a farce that bears absolutely no relation to actual labour shortages. 
Nursing, teaching, engineering and law are all on the graduate occupation list and are also occupations in which 
Australian graduates are struggling to enter the Australian labour market. Meanwhile, Australia’s so-called skill 
shortages are tracking near recessionary levels and Western Australia’s labour market remains heavily 
oversupplied, with underutilisation running at a sky-high 15.7 per cent. In short, the McGowan Labor government 
has abandoned the state’s workers in pursuit of a quick foreign student buck. That is disgraceful. 
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